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SUB J : PRESS PLAY ON INQUIRY OF PANAM PLANE CRASH AT PAGO PAGO 
REF: A. CERP. B. STATE 048391 

1. ARTICLES HAVE RECENTLY BEEN APPEARING IN PRESS ON 
INQUIRY OF US NATIONAL TRANSPORTATION SAFETY BOARD 
(NTSB ) INTO PAN AM PLANE CRASH AT PAGO PAGO JANUARY 30 
IN WHICH 16 NEW ZEALANDERS WERE AMONG 97 KILLED. 

2. SOME ARTICLES TEND TO CREATE QUESTION IN READERS 
MIND ADEQUACY PAM AM’S FLIGHT SAFETY STANDARDS AS 
COMPARED WITH AIR NEW ZEALAND. 

3. ARTICLES REPORT THAT MINISTER OF CIVIL AVIATION, 

DR. FINLAY, HAS EXPRESSED HIS KEEN INTEREST IN LEARNING 
THE FINDINGS OF THE INQUIRY WHICH HAD BEEN REQUESTED 
FROM NTSB BY NZ CIVIL AVIATION AUTHORITY. 

4. CHAIRMAN NTSB QUOTED SAYING IN TEL INTERVIEW 

THAT FINDINGS WOULD NOT BE READY FOR ANOTHER MONTH OR 
SIX WEEKS. 
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YET EVIDENT. FACT THAT 16 NEW ZEALANDERS DIED IN PAN 
AM CRASH GIVES POTENTIAL FOR GENERATING SUCH INTEREST. 
REPORTS SLANTING PARTIAL FINDINGS OF INQUIRY OR WORSE. 
RAISING POSSIBLE SUSPICION FULL FINDINGS BEING WITH- 
HELD TO PROTECT PAN AM COULD BE MOST HARMFUL. 

6. PAM AM REPORTS SUCH ARTICLES HAVE ALREADY 
AFFECTED SALES LOCALLY. 

7. EMBASSY BELIEVES SOONER FULL RESULTS OF INQUIRY 
CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE TO MINISTER CIVIL AVIATION THE 
LESS CHANCE PRESS COULD HAVE OF MAKING UNWARRANTED 
STORIES DAMAGING TO PANAM. 
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